
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 18 Mar: Comic Relief 

non-school uniform or 

superhero for a donation 

Thurs 31 Mar: FLCs 

Mon 4 April: Rainbow Day 

and FLCs 

Fri 8 April: Non Pupil Day 

8-22 April: Easter Holidays 

Newsletter – Wednesday 2 March 2022 

Current COVID-19 cases in school:  we currently have 4 positive COVID-

19 cases within Rec (1), Y1 (0), Y2 (0), Y3 (1), Y4 (1), Y5 (1) and Y6 (0).  

We have 7 cases of chicken pox currently, 6 in Reception and 1 in Yr 1. 

Teaching and Learning Focus: our Eco Team consists of 2 

representatives from each class from Years 2-6.  We meet as a whole 

team approximately once every 2 weeks but more recently we have 

been meeting in smaller ‘distanced’ age groups.  The aim of the team is 

to give children a strong voice within matters of ecological awareness 

and an ongoing theme of ‘Every Little Helps’.  We have three projects 

about to start that will be led by different groups of children: 

1. Travel Plan: we will be surveying how the children come to 

school in the mornings and how they go home in the 

afternoons.  We will be looking at safety in travel and working 

with our local community to try to reduce the amount of cars 

needing to travel to school.  This will be led by our Y6 Eco team members.  They are in the process of 

constructing a questionnaire – please take the time to complete this as the outcomes will support 

our Travel Plan. 

2. The Great Exminster School Clean up: we will be doing litter picks on our school site, encouraging 

families to get involved in the local community and arranging a site clean-up with parent volunteers.  

This will be led by our Y5 Eco team members.  This will be tied in with a text ‘Somebody Crunched 

Colin’. 

3. Reduce: we will be raising awareness within our school community with the amount of time that 

different materials take to break down in order to support reducing the amount of waste we 

produce.  This will be led by our Y6 Eco Team members. 

ESA fundraiser: final few days for the photography competition.  Email your photos into the ESA email 

account: esa@exminsterschool.co.uk  

Ukraine crisis: Many children are asking questions and talking about the conflict.  Our Key stage Two childen 

have talked about this in their classes and had opportunities to ask questions – this will remain an open 

opportunity.  There is much advice online on how to talk to children about this.  The following advice comes 

from Save the Children experts, specifically for talking to children about conflict/war: 

1. Make time and listen when your child wants to talk: Give children the space to tell you what they know, 

how they feel, and to ask you questions. They may have formed a completely different picture of the 

situation than you have. Take the time to listen to what they think, and what they have seen or heard. 
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2. Tailor the conversation to the child: Be mindful of the child’s age as you approach the conversation with 

them. Young children may not understand what conflict or war means and require an age-appropriate 

explanation. Be careful not to over-explain the situation or go into too much detail as this can make children 

unnecessarily anxious. Younger children may be satisfied just by understanding that sometimes countries 

fight. Older children are more likely to understand what war means but may still benefit from talking with 

you about the situation. In fact, older children will often be more concerned by talk of war because they 

tend to understand the dangers better than younger children do.  

3. Validate their feelings: It is important that children feel supported in the conversation. They should not 

feel judged or have their concerns dismissed. When children have the chance to have an open and honest 

conversation about things upsetting them, it can create a sense of relief and safety.  

4. Reassure them that adults all over the world are working hard to resolve this: Remind children that this is 

not their problem to solve. They should not feel guilty about playing, seeing their friends, and doing the 

things that make them happy. Stay calm when you approach the conversation. Children often copy the 

sentiments of their caregivers—if you are uneasy about the situation, chances are your child will be uneasy 

as well.  

5. Give them a practical way to help: Support children who want to help. Children who have the opportunity 

to help those affected by the conflict can feel like they are part of the solution. Children can create 

fundraisers, send letters to local decision-makers, or create drawings calling for peace. 

There is also some good advice on bbcnewsround and many video clips that give factual information:  

What to do if you are worried about something in the news:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002#:~:text=The%20most%20important%20thing%20is,or%20con

fusion%20to%20go%20away. 

Ukraine crisis: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002 

Art competition RA: there is still time to submit some art work for a prestigious external art competition, the 

RA Young Artists’ Summer Show.  We will need to submit the art work on your behalf.  Please email the art 

work into school and I will be able to submit it on your child’s behalf.  Read the terms and conditions prior to 

sending any work in to check you are happy with these: https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/terms-

and-conditions.  The deadline for the competition is 30 March 2022 and open for all ages 4-19 years old.  

Find out more information by visiting: https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/get-involved.  It would be 

wonderful to have lots of entries to submit.  Alongside the art work, we need a title for it and a short 

description of where the inspiration came from (no more than 150 words). 

Parent Autism Awareness programme (message from the Communication and Interaction team): We are 

delighted here at The Communication & Interaction Team (Babcock LDP) to launch and offer our new Parent 

Autism Awareness programme, following our recent offer of the Cygnet programme online during the 

pandemic period.  The programme is for parents/carers of Devon primary and secondary school children, pre 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002#:~:text=The%20most%20important%20thing%20is,or%20confusion%20to%20go%20away.
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or post diagnosis.  We are delighted to announce that we are offering access for families of CYP (Children & 

Young People) who are currently on the autism assessment pathway, in addition to families of CYP who have 

received an autism diagnosis.  Attending the Autism awareness parent programme gives parents and carers 

an opportunity to develop their understanding of autism and look at practical solutions to managing and 

supporting presenting needs. 

Full programme details and application process below: 4 weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each) 

related to the following topic/themes: 

No. Topic Programme 1 Programme 2 Programme 3 Programme 4 

1 Autism overview Fri 11 Feb  

     10a.m - 12 

Wed 27 Apr  1-3 

p.m 

Fri 6 May   10a.m-

12 

Wed 22 Jun  9.30-

11.30am 

2 Communication Fri 18 Feb  

     10a.m - 12 

Wed 4 May      1-3 

p.m 

Fri 13 May    

10a.m-12 

Wed 29 Jun       

9.30-11.30 

3 Understanding and 

supporting behaviour 

Fri 4 Mar     

     10a.m - 12 

Wed 11 May    1-3 

p.m 

 Fri 20 May    

10a.m-12 

Wed 6 Jul          

9.30-11.30 

4 Sensory Fri 11 Mar   

     10a.m - 12 

Wed 25 May    1-3 

p.m 

Fri 27 May    

10a.m-12 

Wed 13 Jul        

9.30-11.30 

 Apply direct by email to: LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com to secure a place on any of the 

above programmes, or express your interest for forthcoming programmes. 

Let’s talk teenagers: please see the separate flyer attached with this newsletter for sessions to support 

parents and carers with issues that may be experienced by families with teens.  

Date for the diary: Friday 18 March – Comic Relief – come dressed in non-school uniform or dressed as a 

superhero for the day in exchange for a donation. ParentPay have set up a special link to use to donate 

which allows gift aid:  https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6069 

Nits: Unfortunately we are currently experiencing an outbreak of nits in the school.  Head lice are very 

common amongst primary school children and can easily be transferred by head to head contact.  

Prevention is the key and we therefore recommend that all long hair is tied back and you check your child’s 

head on a weekly basis.  Unfortunately head lice are becoming more resilient to chemicals and we have 

found the most effective treatment is to apply lots of conditioner and comb through thoroughly using a nit 

comb before rinsing out. 
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Whole School Gymnastics Competition:  

https://exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/subjects/pe/gymnastic-competition  

Choose the routine best suited to your ability and then record yourself completing the routine and then send 

it to us using the details below, with your name and class. Every entry will be awarded a certificate.  Our aim 

is for every child to take part as part of our active school incentive. For those children in KS2 who wish to 

compete at Dawlish College, Mr Pinnock and I will be selecting students from each year group and level to 

represent our school at Dawlish Community College in April. If you wish to be considered please make this 

clear when sending in your entry. Due to the data size of emails please send via the 

platform https://wetransfer.com/ (This is a very user friendly platform which is helpful for sending large 

video files). Entries must be sent to pe@exminsterschool.co.uk The closing date is Today! Wednesday 2nd 

March 2022. Please ensure that you supervise children when watching the gymnastic videos on youtube.  

Enjoy! Mrs Barr   

Terracycle Crisp Packet Collection Closure 

 

 

 

Most supermarkets do now accept almost all types of soft plastic packaging so you will still  be able to 

recycle them locally. We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all of the families that have participated in 

our collection - we have collected an amazing 43 kg of waste so far as well as raising approximately £100 for 

Exminster Primary School. We will still be continuing to collect bread and bakery product packaging and 

cheese and flexible dishwasher wrapping  so  please keep donating these! Below is a reminder of what is 

accepted and locations of collection points: Cheese Packaging, Bread and Bakery Product Packaging and 

Dishwasher Product Packaging Royal Oak: Black bin in car park, Maxine Commings - 2 Higher Aboveway, 

Tracy Conway - 43 Old Quarry Drive 

 

We have just heard that Walkers will 

unfortunately be stopping theTerracycle 

Crisp Packet Recycling Scheme. The 

collection is now closed  

 

Change of Menu for Friday: Please be advised that as a result 

of not being able to receive a food delivery on Friday 18 

February, as school was closed, there will be a slight change to 

the school menu this Friday. Instead of the usual Fish and 

Chips it will be burgers as shown to the left 
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